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AMEMBASSY PRETORIA 

AMEMBASSY LUSAKA 

USCINCLANT 

USCINCEUR 

JCS 

UNCLAS LUANDA 1376 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: SREF EAID EAO 

SUBJECT: NUMBER OF REFUGEES REMAINING AT NOVA LISBOA 

DEPT FOR DISASTER RELIEF COORDINATOR FOLLOWING MESSAGE IS FROM 
NOVA LISBOA. 

"1. SINCE ARRIVAL FIRST MEMBERS OF TEAM ON 7 SEPTEMBER WE HAVE 
MADE CONTINUOUS EFFORTS TO GET LOCAL AUTHORITIES TO PREPARE 
RELIABLE ESTIMATE OF NUMBER OF REFUGEES TO BE MOVED FROM 
NOVA LISBOA TO LISBON. ESTIMATE AS OF SEPTEMBER 7 WAS 92.500. 

THIS DROPPED TO 80,000 ON SEPTEMBER 9 FOLLOWING BEACHAMP'S 
MEETING WITH LOCAL VOLUNTEER COMMITTEE RESPONSIBLE FOR 
REGISTRATION AND PROCESSING OF NON-GOVERNMENT CIVILIANS 
FURTHERPRODDING RESULTED IN NEW AUDIT OF CIVILIAN AND 
CIVIL SERVICE REGISTRATIONS, AND ON SEPT 13 THIS YIELDED 
ROUND ESTIMATE OF 52,000 BASED ON 51,491 ACTUAL REGIS- 
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2. THIS ESTIMATE IS CLEARLY DEFICIENT IN FOLLOWING RES- 
PECTS: 

A) IT DOES NOT TAKE INTO ACCOUNT DUPLICATE REGISTRA 
TIONS. REGISTRATION OF CIVILIANS HAS BEEN BY HEAD OF 
FAMILY AND BY DISTRICT OF RESIDENCE. IT IS COMMONLY 
BELIEVED THAT MANY PEOPLE HAVE REGISTERED ON LISTS OF MORE 
THAN ONE DISTRICT AND THAT SOME FAMILIES HAVE BEEN REGIS- 
TERED NAME OF MORE THAN ONE FAMILY MEMBER. UNANSWERABLE 
QUESTION IS HOW MANY. 

B) IT DOES NOT TAKE INTO ACCOUNT NUMBER OF PEOPLE WHO HAVE 
MANAGED TO LEAVE NOVA LISBOA FOR LUANDA OR ELSEWHERE SINCE 
REGISTERING AS EVACUEES. 

C) IT DOES NAT TAKE INTO ACCOUNT NUMBER OF PEOPLE WHO 
HAVEREGISTERED FOR EVACUATION, AS CONTINGENCY MEASURE 
BUT WHO MAY DECIDE NOT TO LEAVE ANGOLA. 

D) IT DOES NOT SUFFICIENTLY TAKE INTO ACCOUNT NUMBER OF 
PEOPLE WHO HAVE NOT BEEN ABLE TO REGISTER OR WHO HAVE PRO- 
CRASTINATED BUT WHO MAY WANT TO BE EVACUATED. SINCE THERE 
WAS NOT A RELIABLE BASE FIGURE WITH WHICH TO BEGIN AND THERE 
IS NO RELIABLE COUNT OF PEOPLE WHO HAVE LEFT BY OTHER MEANS 
OR WHO ARE GOING TO STAY THERE IS NO WAY TO INFER NUMBER 

OF UNREGISTERED PROSPECTIVE EVACUEES. 

3. CERTAINLY SOME OF ABOVE FACTORS COULD BALANCE EACH OTHER. 
OTHERS COULD BE INFLUENCED BY CHANGES IN OR CLEARER DEFINITION 
OF POLITICAL/MILITARY SITUATION TO REDUCE OR ADD TO NUMBER 

OF POTENTIAL EVACUEES. WHILE WE CANNOT BE IN A BETTER PO- 
SITIONS THAN LOCAL AUTHORITIES TO JUDGE HOW SUCH FACTORS 
MIGHT INFLUENCE FINAL REFUGEE COUNT, OUR BEST GUESS IS THAT 
THERE ARE NO MORE THAN 40,000 PERSONS WTILL TO BE MOVED 
FROM NOVA LISBOA TO LISBON. WE WOULD PLACE MAXIMUM OF 30,000 
OF THESE IN NOVA LISBOA AT PRESENT TIME WITH PERHAPS ANOTHER 
10,000 STILL IN NEARBY TOWNS AND VILLAGES AND ACCESIBLE 
RURAL AREAS. WE EXPECT TO BE ABLE TO IMPROVE ON THIS 
GUESS AT THE END OF THIS WEEK AS THE REFUGEE CENTERS ARE 
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EMPTIED AND FLIGHTS ARE INCREASINGLY FILLED BY THOSE OUTSIDE 
OF THE CENTERS. AT THAT TIME WE SHOULD ALSO BE ABLE TO 
OBSERVE HOW NEWS OF INTENDED EARLY WRAP-UP OF EVACUATION HAS 
UNFLUENCED RATE OR NEW NEW REGISTRATIONS. FOR TIME BEING, 
HOWEVER, WE CAN ONLY RECOMMEND THAT FIGURE OF 40,000 BE 
USED AS OUTSIDE BASIS FOR PLANNING CONTINUED USG PARTICI- 
PATION IN NOVA LISBOA PHASE OF EVACUATION OF REFUGEES FROM 
ANGOLA. KILDAY" 
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